Summary

Obscure gastrointestinal bleeding and tumour of small bowel
We report the case of a 70-year-old patient evaluated for iron deficiency anaemia. Initial upper and lower gastrointestinal endoscopy did not reveal the source of bleeding. Capsule endoscopy showed a bleeding tumour in the ileum. Preoperative CT enteroclysis localised the tumour 80 centimetres proximal to the ileocaecal valve. A segmental resection of the ileum was performed. Microscopic evaluation showed a neuroendocrine tumour originating from a Meckel's diverticulum. After replacement of the iron stores the haemoglobin normalised and stayed within normal ranges thereafter. We review the literature of obscure gastrointestinal bleeding and discuss the optimal diagnostic strategy. Forum Med Suisse 2007; 7:261-262 
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